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Message

I am very happy to learn that St. Mary's Malankara Catholic Community in
Kharghar, Navi Mumbai is completing its 25 years and publishing a Souvenir on
this Silver Jubilee, May the Souvenir is a milestone to mark this historic and
auspicious occasion,

I join you all in your joy and thanking Our Lord for the wonderful blessings
He has showered on the Malankara Catholic Community in Navi Mumbai. It is an
occasion for the community to renew our faith and our spiritual life. At the same
time the community should also take up the responsibility of extending our help to
our brethren who are poor and downtrodden. The presence of an energetic
Christian community is an example of hard work, dedication, prayer and endurance
of so many people. They were able to share their faith and material benefits for the
future generation. It is the vocation and responsibility of the present generation to
continue the noble traditions of the past, remembering them with gratitude.

| appreciate Rev Fr. Geevarghese Panikkaruveettil OIC, the Vicar, the
Commitiee and all the members of the Malankara Catholic Community in
Kharghar, May the Lord continue to bless vou all and enable you to bear witness to
Our Lord the Saviour in the years to come.

May God bless you abundantly !

% Baselios Cardinal Cleemis

Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the
Syro-Malankara Catholic Church.
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MESSAGE

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called
in one body. And be thankful,” (Col 3:15)

It is with immense joy and deep gratitude to God that | send this message o Fr Gevarghese
Panickeruveetil OIC, Parish Priest, the parish team and the parishioners of St Mary's
Malankara Catholic Church, Khargar as the parish celebrates its Silver Jubilee. On this joyful
occasion along with Mary our Mother we too echo her song of praise, "My soul glorifies the
Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour”,

The 25" Anniversary of a Church is day of rejoicing and thanksgiving, for it is an opportunity
for more intense pastoral activities among the priests and parishioners which will help build a
community of faith and love - a spiritual house of which St. Peter speaks of when he says,
“like living stones be yourselves built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ" (1 Pet 2:5).

A parish is not just a group of individuals or families. It seeks to become ever more fully a
people of God, a family of faith sharing the mission of Christ, and developing the structure
necessary for supporting its community life and carrying out its mission. This Silver Jubilee
is a historic milestone and a joyful occasion for the parishioners to recall the past and thank
God for the faith and the Christian heritage handed down to them over the years.

| remember the beginning of the Parish was so actively encouraged by Cardinal Simon
Pimenta. He meticulously planned the working of this Parish: canonical, pastoral, personnel
and financial issues. Now under the leadership of their own hierarchy the Church has
flourished even more.

May God shower His choicest blessings on the priests, religious and parish community of St
Mary's Malankara Catholic Church, Khargar. May our Blessed Mother Mary guide your every

, B <<hose

% Oswald Cardinal Gracias
Archbishop of Bombay &

President, Catholic Bishops' Conference of India
November 14, 2019




| am pleased to inform you all that St. Mary's Syro
Malankara Catholic Church, Kharghar is celebrating its
Silver anniversary this year. Over the past twenty five
years, this Parish has grown exponentially and provided
quality and holistic support to the Church from diverse
backgrounds.

| am confident that with its commitment to excellence, this

Parish will achieve more and more spiritual heights in
future.

| congratulate the Unit fraternity on the occasion of silver
jubilee celebrations and wish them all success in the
name of Christour Lord....

H.E. Thomas Mar Anthonios OIC
Bishop of Exarchate of St.Ephrem, Khadki, Pune
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MESSAGE
For it is a Jubilee, it shall be Holy to you (Lev, 25, 12}

| am delighted to know that the St. Mary's Malankara Catholic Community,
Kharghar Parish, Navi-Mumbai, is celebrating 25 years of its inception. | am certain
that this silver Jubilee Celebration will be an occasion to meditate the miraculous
Divine providence which has been guiding this community since 1994. | wish you
every blessings and happiness on this memorable occasion of the jubilee. It was my
great privilege and honor to come over there at Kharghar Parish in this Jubilee year
and celebrate the Holy Mass with you.

At this point let us recall all our Bishops, Priests, Religious Sisters and
Brothers who were actively involved in mentoring our community in Kharghar. The
Jubilee celebration should enhance our fraternity and belongingness. Our Jubilee
Celebrations become meaningful when we strive persistently to achieve the ideal of
communion by maintaining a family atmosphere in the parish. | take this opportunity
to congratulate Rev. Fr. Geevarghese Panikaruveettil OIC, Prof. Thomas K.V. and all
others who are earnestly involved in various programmes connected with this Jubilee
Celebration. Let's pray God to eliminate all sadness from our life and fill us with His

choicest blessings, so that our families may grow in the abundance of spiritual gifts

and thereby make our life blessed and happy

Yours Sincerely in Our Lord,

.__JHW‘;

Pathanamthitta Moé{ Rev. ‘I’Oﬂﬁa{'l on Mar Chrysostom
10/10/2019 Bishop Emeritus, Diocese of Pathanamthitta
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I do remember all those who took initiative to form the mission in New Bombay. I did not mention any
particular name, since there is every chance to miss some names. Ithank all fathers, sisters and the people of the
Almighty God. who spend and spend themselves to build the malankara community in New Bombay. May the
celebrations strengthen us to do the evangelization vibrantly. May the Almighty God blesses.

Fr. Dr. Ignatius Thangalathil OIC
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MESSAGE

Fr. Jacob Oravackal OIC

) \\

Dear Parishioners,

Greetings from Fr. Jacob Oravackal OIC

| am very delightful to hear that you are celebrating the silver jubilee of
St. Mary's Malankara Catholic Church, Kharghar, Navi Mumbai.

First of all let me thank God the Almighty for his abundant blessings to
realise the long cherished dream to have a church for our community in
Navi Mumbai. | am thanking and praising God that | am also a part of this
realization to accomplish our dream. The Jubilee year is the time for us to
go back and get back the real community spirit that we had in these days.
We the community worked together, planned together, prayed together
and faced all the difficulties together.

| am thanking all the parishioners and especially who worked with me to
realize the dream.

Thankfully Yours,

Fr. Jacob Oravackal OIC




MESSAGE
Rev. (Fr. Joseph Dhilip

Nl

It gives me great joy and happy to hear that our Kharghar Parish
community iscelebrating Silver Jubilee of her (its) inception. On this
significant occasion, Iextent my sincere and warm congratulations and
best wishes to the members of Kharghar Parish Family. I intentionally
mentioned the term ‘Family’, because lexperienced the family
atmosphere with meaningful liturgical services, joyfulcommunity
celebrations, good and supportive understanding of each other
andoffering selfless services to others, when I was there with
you as yourJosephachan. With immense gratitude to God, I still cherish
the moments ofcooperation and hard works rendered by each and
every member of ourcommunity for the completion and blessing of
our new Church. I believe that these 25 years have been a significant
period considering the gradual faith development process as a
community. The struggles and hardships ourcommunity had been
undergone the past years, have become fruitful in the formof a lively
faithful parishcommunity and we are celebratingit through the Silve
r Jubilee. Iwish and pray that this Jubilee celebration also help us to attain
God’s grace and faithful courage to endure the various challenges we are
facingas a faithful witnessing community and to “become salt of the earth
and light of theworld’.

Godblessyouall.

Your Loving

Josephachan




Wessage from the Vicar...

The blessing and Dedication of St. Mary's Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church, Kharghar, 25 yrs ago, was for the glorification of
the name of our Lord and also was the fulfilment of the Divine
plan. This church shines like a shrine built on the hill top.

The church dedicated in the name of Mother Mary is the abode and
spiritual solace for the people around and Neighbourhood. It
remains as a Mile stone in the socio- spiritual development of the
people.

Now, the community is celebrating its Silver Jubilee remembering
the abundance of blessings it received from God the Almighty
through the intercession of Mother Mary. The last one year was a
period of thanksgiving by the community along with the priests,
sisters and other faithful who were either part of guiding the community or rendered their supports.
The church and the various pious organisations undertook a variety of activities for the enrichment
of'the spiritual revival and social outreach.

On this occasion the church is publishing a Silver Jubilee SOUVENIR, as a memoir of the
activities of the last 25 years. Let this remain as a church document for all of us, an exhibit for the
outsiders and areference source for the generations to come.

I appreciate the whole effort of the community for making the jubilee celebrations a success and
the Souvenir committee for making a memorable souvenir. We are moving from the traditional

practice of hard bound printed copies to tech savvy digital format. When aboon Thomas Mar
Anthonios releases the digital SOUVENIR it will be a unique moment and epoch making concept
for the community being part of the modern technology. I appreciate the Kharghar community for
the move which is eco friendly and is the need of the time.

I give thanks to the Almighty, Mother Mary, Servant of God Mar Ivanios, all the former priests,
religious, sisters and faithful for the community building.
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Fr. Geevarghese Panicker, OIC,
Vicar & General Convener




From the Edcitor's Desk. . . . .

Go unto the world and proclaim the gospel”. This was the mission our
saviour Jesus Christ entrusted to His disciples. Bearing this divine mantle,
St. Thomas, the apostle came to Kerala proclaiming the good news and
established seven and a half churches. From this lineage, the Christian
community in Kerala inherited the name 'St. Thomas Christians'.

Till the seventeenth century, the Marthoma Christians were part of the
Universal Catholic Church. The seed of division was sown with the advent
of the Portuguese missionaries, grown into a massive dissent from the
Diamper synod and culminated in the Coonan Cross Oath of 1653. Asa
natural principle, the seed grew into the form of a plant with multiple
branches truncating the original Marthoma Christians into many folds,

“That they may all beone “Jn.17/21. Imbibing this spirit of unity our Lord [

Jesus Christ desired from His followers, Servant of God Mar Ivanios

started a sojourn to unite the Marthoma Christians back into the catholic fold. Though encountered with
multitudes of hurdles, the divine providence guided him to fulfil the Divine Will. The dream came to a
reality on 2oth September, 1930, when Mar Ivanios along with 4 of his companions embraced Catholic
Church in the presence of Bishop Benziger, the then bishop of Quilon. This wrote a new era in the history of
the marthoma christinas in Kerala with the formation of the Malankara Syrian Catholic Church.

Malankara faithful in good numbers migrated to Bombay. In the 1970s it showed a good presence in
Bombay. This community spread its wings to the satellite city of Navi Mumbai in the 1990s, and in 1994,
though a small, but the first Malankkara community was established in Navi Mumbeai. It grew in numbers,
prosperity, faith and spirituality. Ittraversed through the infantile stage and reached its Silver Jubilee.

Jubilee is an occasion of thanksgiving and atonement. “It shall be holy to you” Lev. 25/12. The year long
Jubilee celebrations come to an end on 24th November, 2019. On this occasion, the community decided to
release a souvenir, to ruminate the memoirs of 25 years and to remember all the celestial blessings the
community received from the Lord Almighty directly or through the intercession of Mother Mary, our
Bishops, priests, religious and lay leaders. This is a Memoir, a compilation of the annals of the last 25 years,
to cherish.

We,the whole editorial team with the dynamic inspiration of the vicar Rev. Fr. Gevarghese Panicker OIC and
the support of the parish community ventured to go for a digital version of this, as a novel way to reach many
through the virtual platform. It magnifies the adaptive attitude and mindset of the community and the tech
savvy approach to the ever changing technology.

The editorial team expresses its gratitude to all and has the pleasure and privilege to place on record all the
helps, assistance, blessings, love, care and concern showered on this community by each and every one
associated with it. We have included the messages from many, articles by few and the history of the parish,
to makeitaliving memory. With a sense of contentment we present this to the community and outsiders. By
giving thanks to the Almighty and Mother Mary our Patron saint and beseeching the blessings of heavenly
father, we release it on a digital platform, on 24th November, 2019, with the hope that it will remain as a true
memoir.

Thomas K. V.




OFFICE BEARERS OF THE CHURCH AND PIOUS ORGANISATIONS

DURING THE LAST 25 YEARS.

TRUSTEES AND SECRETARIES

Sr. No.

Name

Designation

Mr. Babu George

Trustee

Mr. Thomas Mathew

Secretary

Mr. Shibu George

Secretary

Mr. Mathews Daniel

Trustee

Mr. Alexander K. C.

Secretary

Mr. Xavier A. Pawath

Trustee

Mr. Zachariah A. Pawath

Trustee

Mr. John T. John

Trustee & Secretary

OIRINONRIWINE=

Mr. Mathew Gewevarghese

Secretary

Mr. Sateesh Powath

Trustee & Secretary

Mr. Chacko M. T.

Trustee & Secretary

Mr.|. Joseph

Trustee

Mr. Biju John

Secretary

Mr. Thomas K. V.

Trustee & Secretary

Mr. Varghese K. O.

Secretary

Mr. Joseph George

Trustee

Mr. Shaji Mathew

Trustee

Mrs. Sally Thomas

Secretary

Mrs. Suma Mathew

Secretary

SUNDAY SCHOOL.

%)
o
2
o

Name

Designation

Dr. P.S. John

Head Master

Mrs. Susan X. Pawath

Head Mistress

Mrs. Sally Thomas

Head Mistress

Dr. John T. John

Head Master

Mrs. Grace Thomas

Head Mistress

Mr. 1. Joseph

Head Master

Prof. Thomas K. V.

Head Master

RN HW N

Mr. Shaji Mathew

Head Master




MALANKARA CATHOLIC YOUTH MOVEMENT (M.C.Y.M.)

Sr. No.

Name

Designati
on

Year

Mr. Shaji Mathew

President

1998-2001
2002-2003
2003-2004
2004-2005

Mr. Biju Daniel

Secretary

1998-2000

Mr. Jijo John

Secretary

2000-2001

Mr.Biju Daniel

President

2001-2002
2005-2006

. Shaji Mathew

Secretary

2001-2002

.James John

Secretary

2002-2003
2003-2004
2004-2005

. Blessan

Secretary

2005-2006

. Robin skaria

President

2006-2007
2009-2010

. Dayana John

Secretary

2006-2007

. Jijo Alexander

President

2007-2008
2008-2009
2009-2010
(Partly).

2012-2013

. Tom Thomas

Secretary

2007-2008
2012-2013

. Rachan Thomas

Secretary

2008-2009

. Jocy Pappachan

Secretary

2009-2010

.Jinu Varghese

President

2010-2011
2011-2012
2013-2014

. Tom Thomas

Secretary

2010-2011

. Justin Moncey

Secretary

2011-2012

. Anoop Varghese

Secretary

2013-2014

. Tom Thomas

President

2014-2015

. Jobin George

Secretary

2014-2015

. Roshalmaria Thomas

President

2015-2016

. Rhea Ann Joseph

Secretary

2015-2016

. Tarun Thomas

President

2016-2017




Ms. Shanciya Mariyam Rajan

Secretary

2016-2017
2017-2018

. Lijo Zachariah

President

2017-2018

. Anthony Pawath

President

2018-2019
Partly

.Jinu Varghese

Secretary

2018-2019
2019-2020

. Jijo Jose

2018-2019

Partly
2019-2020

IV. MATHRUSANGAM.
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Name

Designation

Mrs. Kunjamma Mathew

President

Mrs. Susan Moncy

President

Mrs. Saly Thomas

President

Mrs. Suma Mathew

President

Mrs. Biji Jaisen

President

Mrs. Leena John

Secretary

Mrs. Mini Pawath

Secretary

Mrs. Molly Thomaskutty

Secretary
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Mrs. Mini Nelson

Secretary

Mrs. Valsamma Mathew

Secretary

Mrs. Saramma Skariah

Secretary

Mrs. Ancy Achenkunju

Secretary




ST. MARY’S MALANKARA SYRIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH, KHARGHAR.
A GLIMPSE THROUGH THE ANNALS ( A BRIEF HISTORY)

(Compiled by Thomas K. V., with the assistance of
Mrs. Susan Moncy and Molly Thomaskutty from the
available records)

The year 1974 witnessed a small
beginning by the Malankara Syrian
| Catholic community scattered 1n
| Bombay and the surrounding areas

1| by celebrating the first Malankara

Holy Qurbono at Wadala. Initially the
services were conducted at St. Joseph’s
church Wadala, which was later shifted
to St. Dominic Savio Church, Wadala.
| Over a period of time, the Malankara
| community started services at Fatima
| Church, Ambernath and St. Francis
D’Assisi Chapel, Borivli. At the initial
stages, Bethany priests from Pune
visited Bombay, during Sundays and
stayed with SVD Provincial House,
Andheri and offered the services.
| Fr. Possenthi OIC was there in Mumbai

for a brief period in 1979 in connection
with his higher studies and was stationed
at St. Francis Monastery, Borivli. He
could bring together the Malankara
families in Borivli. During this period
Bethany priests Fr. Augustine Kailath
OIC, Fr. Louis Mooleveettil, OIC (1980)
Fr. James Mammoottil, OIC (1981),
| used to visit the Bombay mission.
| In the year 1981, during the time of
Rev. Fr. James Mammoottil, OIC, the
community purchased a flat at Jumbo
DARSHAN, Andheri (E).

| Rev. Fr. Daniel Kadakampallil, OIC
| was the first priest to stay permanently
at Jumbo Darshan, followed by

Rev. Fr. Ignatius Kadiyamkunnil
§ OIC, Rev. Fr. Peter John OIC,

Rev. Fr. Ignatius Thangalathil OIC,
Rev. Fr. Sajeev Thomas OIC, Rev.

Fr. Geevarghese Palavilayil OIC and
Rev. Fr. John Berchmans OIC. The

Malankara community shifted from [}

Jumbo Darshan to Sakinaka in the year
1991 during the time of Rev. Fr. Ignatius
Thangalathil OIC and Rev. Fr. John
Berchmans OIC.

During these years, the community
was part of the Parishes of Bombay
Archdiocese. The big leap happened
in 1992, when Cardinal H. E. Simon
Pimenta, the then Archbishop of
Bombay established three personal
parishes for the Malankara Catholic
Church: 1) St. Mary’s Malankara Syrian
Catholic Parish, Sakinaka, 2) St. Thomas
Malankara Syrian Catholic Parish,
Borivli and 3) St. Joseph’s Malankara
Syrian Catholic parish, Ulhasnagar. It
happened with the initiative of Most
Rev. Benedict Mar Gregorios, the then
Archbishop of Trivandrum and Rev. Fr.
Ignatius Thangalathil OIC.

During the period 1970s, the satellite
city of Navi Mumbai was developed
by the Government of Maharashtra
under the nodal agency CIDCO,
as a twin city to Mumbai. with the
primary objective of de-congesting the
Metropolis of Mumbai. Lots of middle
class community moved into the newly
developed township. The faithful
belonging to the Malankara Church too
migrated to this city but was attending the




| services with different denominations,
| as there was no Malankara worship
centre in Navi Mumbai.

In the year 1992, a small group of
5 Malankara Catholic families of Navi
| Mumbai, under the inspiration of Rev.
Fr. Ignatius Thangalathil, OIC, the then
Mission Superior of Mumbai Pune
Region, came together as a prayer group.
In November, 1994, Rev. Fr. James
Mammoottil, OIC, celebrated the first
1 Holy Qurbono of the Malankara Syrian

‘| Catholic Church, in Navi Mumbai,
| at the residence of late Mr. Unnoonni

Pappachan (Jose), Nerul, a member
of the community. Though small, this
formal beginning of the FEucharistic
centred assembly of the community was
§ but the culmination of the aspiration
| of many malankarites settled in Navi
1 Mumbai and its surrounding areas. This
unit was under St, Joseph’s Malankara
Syrian Catholic Parish, Ulhasnagar,

Arch-diocese of Bombay.

By 1995 the number of families increased
to 18 and Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranathara
| OIC, took charge as the second vicar
of the Navi Mumbai community and
remained till 2000. During this time, it
witnessed an organised growth. Since
the number of families increased, the
community had to shift the venue
of Holy Qurbono to St. Augustine’s
school, Nerul and continued the service
there till 1997. By this time the number
Y of families increased to 45. The Sunday
1 school classes and the preparation for the
first batch of the First Holy Communion
were started there. Mr. James (Brother
in law of Mr. Unnoonni Pappachan) was
| in the forefront for the altar services.

| In 1997, Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranathara, OIC
and few lay leaders, contacted Rev. Fr.
Victor, the Parish Priest of Sacred Heart

Church, Vashi and he consented to use
the school chapel for the Holy Qurbono.
On 23 November, 1997, Rev. Fr.
Ignatius Thangalathil, OIC, and Rev. Fr.
Mathai Iranathara, OIC offered the first
Malankara Qurbono in Navi Mumbai,
in a chapel. During the services at
Sacred Heart Chapel, the altar services
were rendered by Mr. Raju K, Mr. Shaji
Mathew, Mast. Jijo Alexander and Mast.
Jimmy Alexander. In the initial period
of the growth of the Unit, Mr. Alexander
K C was instrumental in bringing many
families to the community.

In 1998, Rev. Fr. John Berchmans OIC
was appointed as the Bahia Kerala
Coordinator, and he was given a warm
reception and felicitation on 15" March,
1998, at Malwani Church, Malad. Good
number of faithful from Navi Mumbai
participated in the programme. On 15%
March, 1998, for the first time, the Navi
Mumbai community started the formal
Sunday school classes, and Dr. P S John
was appointed as the first Head Master.

(1998-1999). 6™ September, 1998, the
MCYM was first started in the Unit and
Mr. Shaji Mathew and Mr. Biju Daniel
were elected as the first President and
Secretary respectively. The unit started
Holy Mass on 3 Sundays instead of the
earlier practice of 2 Sundays. Sunday
school classes were also conducted
on all 3 Sundays, and Dr. P S John
and Mrs. Mini Pawath conducted
the classes. On 18" April. 1998, the
community organised a picnic to
Khandala -Lonavala, and many of the
members joined. Under the leadership
of Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranathara, OIC, the
youth got encouraged and sports and
cultural activities for both the youth
and the Sunday school students were
oraganised.




| As part of having its own place of
| worship, the members of the community
started collecting a corpus fund for the
purpose of purchasing a piece of land in
Navi Mumbai. Subsequently, a formal
i application was submitted to CIDCO
|| for a plot of land in Navi Mumbai, as a
1 sequel to the efforts in1997, and a plot at
Nerul was in the shortlist also.

(1999-2000) On 1% May, 1999, under
the leadership of MCYM Navi Mumbai,
1 a Mumbai Region MCYM sports was

' conducted at Fr. Agnel Ground, Vashi.

1 On 29" October, 1999 a Magic Show
was arranged at Vishnudas Bhave
Auditorium, Vashi.

(2000-2001) Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranathara
OIC was transferred and Rev. Fr. Jacob
|| Oravakkal, OIC took charge as the
1 Vicar of the Unit in the year 2000. On
22" November, 2000, in a committee
meeting held at Sacred Heart Chapel,

Rev. Fr. Jacob Oravakkal OIC declared
the name of the church to be built in
Navi Mumbeai be “St. Mary’s Malankara
Catholic Church”.

(2001-2002). On 4™ October, 2001,
CIDCO allotted 500 Sq. Mtrs of land
for a Church Building, at sector 5,
Kharghar. Navi Mumbai and permission
was granted for the construction.
Along with the Vicars of the Unit,
the lay leaders Mr. Mathews Daniel
Rajagiriyil, Mr. Babu George and Mr.
§ Unnoonni Pappachan were instrumental
1 in pursuing the land allotment. The help,
support and assistance of Mr. Easow
Philip, the then Corporator of Patlipada
(BARC) in BMC, Mr. Chagan Bhujbal,
1 Hon’ble Minister of Maharashtra and
| Mr. Javed Khan, the Chairman of
| CIDCO, were behind the community in
obtaining the land .

§ Rev. Fr. Jacob Oravakkal OIC along

with few of the committee members
of the unit had a meeting with Rev.
Fr. John Berchmans OIC, the then
Coordinator of the missions in the

Extra Territorial Regions (MCCIETR),
at Pune. The detailed planning for the
construction of the building and the
fund raising programmes were chalked
out in this meeting. On 30" December,
2001, Very Rev. Fr. John Berchmans
OIC, blessed and laid the foundation
stone of the Church, with a ground floor

open space, the Church on the first floor |}

with a balcony and a priests’ residence
and a small hall of the top floor. Rev.
Fr. Jacob Oravakkal OIC, the Vicar,
Rev. Fr. Augustine Chamakkalayil OIC,
Bombay — Pune Mission Superior, and
Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranathara OIC, former
Vicar were present on the occasion.
7 of our children received First Holy
communion on the same day.

(2002-2003). The construction work
was started on 20" June, 2002. The
single prayer meeting of the unit was
bifurcated into two in August, 2002,
for the geographical convenience of the
faithful and were named St. Mary’s and
St. Joseph’s Prayer groups.

(2003-2004). By the end of March, 2003,
the structural work of the Church was
complete and from 6™ April, 2003, the
Holy Qurbono on all Sundays and other
liturgical services were started in the
basement, though the entire construction
was not completed. In the year 2003
the Holy week services were started in
Navi Mumbai. It was in the year 2003,
the Navi Mumbai community started
receiving the services of the Bethany
sisters for its spiritual growth. Rev.
Sisters Pratheeksha SIC and Brijitha
SIC from Ambernath started visiting
two Sundays in a month. In 2003, for
the first time, the 8 Nombu was started




] in the
| Mrs.

1 at Unit level. Retreat was held between

| September 5 and 7 and the festal
service was held on 8" September. On
October 24, 2003, a cultural programme
named “Tara Sandhya” by Trivandrum

1 Kairali Kala Mandir was conducted at

| Vishnudas Bhave Auditorium, Vashi as
| a fund raising programme and a good
amount was collected towards the
construction of the church.

(2004-2005). In the year 2004,
| Mathrusangam was first formed
Navi Mumbai Unit and
Kunjoonjamma Mathews and
Mrs. Leena John were the President and
Secretary respectively. In 2004, the first
ever Mathru Maholsavam, conducted by
the Mumbai region at Sakinaka and the
4 Kharghar Unit became the first Runner
| Up. Since September 2004, the feast

of Nativity of Mother Mary (Birth) is
being celebrated as the Parish Feast. On
237 Qctober, 2004, the Unit arranged
a Magic show by Magician Samraj at
Vishnudas Bhave Auditorium for the
fund raising purpose.

(2005-2006). Starting with Palm Sunday
services, the Holy week services were
shifted to the top floor Hall. From that
year, prayers and the Qurbono were
started on all the days of the Holy week.
Holy week celebration was conducted
by Vicar, Rev.Fr. Jacob Oravakkal,
OIC and Rev. Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil
| OIC (H.E. Thomas Mar Anthonios) as
J he was staying in the office room in

the basement overseeing the work of
Madbaha.

Rev. Fr. Jacob Oravakkal OIC (2000-
1 2005) was transferred to Pune in May,
|1 2005 and Rev. And Fr. Zacharias
Nandiattu OIC took charge as the
Vicar. In May 2006, Rev. Fr. Joseph
i Philip OIC took charge as the vicar.

During the period 2005-2006 Rev.
Sr. Neeta SIC served the unit. In May
2006, Rev. Sr. Neeta was transferred
and Rev. Sr. Teertha SIC took charge as
the sister in charge. On October 30, 31
and November 1, the Platinum Jubilee
of the Reunion was held in Pune, and
40 members from the Kharghar Unit
participated in the programme.

In 2005, Dubai MCYM under the
leadership of President Paulson Mathew
Manapurath (former MCYM Member
of Bombay) organised a Blood Donation
Campaign as a fund raising programme
for the construction of the Navi Mumbai
Church and collected rupees seventy
thousand and donated to the church. In
the year 2006, the Bahrain Malankara |
community collected a contribution of
rupees one lakh during the Lenten season
and donated the same through Very Rev.
Fr. John Berchmans OIC during his
Holy week services there. Mr. George
Mathew, a Malankara member and a
businessman in Qatar donated rupees
three lakhs fifty thousand towards the
construction of the Madbaha of the new
church in Kharghar. All the above three
donations were the result of the ardent
effort by Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranathara,
OIC, the former vicar, who was serving
as a vicar in the gulf region.

On 19" February, 2006, His Excellency
Yoohanon Mar Chrisosthom, the Bishop
of Marthandom visited the under
construction structure of St. Mary’s
Syrian Malankara Catholic Church,
at Kharghar, and offered a financial
assistance of rupees one lakh towards
the construction expenses.

(2006-2007). On 9™ April. 2006, Very
Rev. Fr. John Berchmans OIC conducted

a temporary blessing and consecration
of the church. On 17" April, 2006, the




| first sacrament of matrimony service
| was conducted in our church through
the blessing of the marriage of Mr. Alex
Mathew (s/o. Mr. Mathews Daniel).
On 23" April, for the first time the
i First communion of the children were
organised in the Kharghar church. In

the Mathru Maholsavam of 2006, the
Kharghar Unit bagged the 2" Runner-
Up position.

| By the end of the year 2006, the
construction work was complete

'] and the Church was consecrated and

| dedicated to Mother Mary on 29%
and 30" of December, 2006, by His
Excellency Joshua Mar Ignathios, the
then Auxiliary Bishop of Trivandrum.
Rev. Fr. John Berchmans OIC, Rev.
4 Fr. Antony Valiyavilayil, OIC (His
| Excellency Thomas Mar Anthonios,
the Exarch of Pune Khadki) and Rev.
Fr. Antony Padipurakkal OIC were
instrumental in the design, layout and the
interior decoration paraphernalia of the
Church. The basic design of the Church
with three domes was the concept of
| Very Rev.Fr. John Berchmans OIC.
Mr. C.D. Achenkunj, a member of the
Unit and his team of labourers rendered
tremendous support for the structure
fitting of the domes, though there was
another contractor for the work.

In the month of March, 2007, His
Excellency Jacob Mar Barnabas was
| consecrated as the Apostolic Visitator
| for the MCCIETR (which was later
renamed as MCCETRI by H E.).
Few of our members participated in
the consecration ceremony and the
| MCA meeting. In the 2007, the unit
| published a Souvenir commemorating
the consecration of the Church. In the
Y Zest, 2007 Mr. James John won the
i Best Male Individual championship.

(2007-2008). On 13" May, 2007, the
Kharghar parish organised a reception to
the newly consecrated ETRI Apostolic
Visitator H. E. Jacob Mar Barnabas. On
that day after the mass His Excellency
blessed the grotto of Rosa Mystica,
installed in the front of the Church. The
statue of Rosa Mystica was brought by
Rev. Fr. Jacob Oravakkal OIC, from
Italy in the year 2003 and was installed
in the church during the period of 8
Nombu in 2003. The construction of the
Grotto was fully sponsored by Mr. K C
Alexander and family.

During the advent season of 2007,
the Parish introduced the system of
“Unnikkuri” , where, each family selects
another family through lot system and
offer intercessory prayers for the full
advent season. On 24" December, 2007,
after the Christmas Holy Qurbono a
Lucky Draw was conducted towards the
fund raising and could collect around
five lakhs. With this the Kharghar
community raised a total corpus of thirty
seven lakhs till December, 2007, of the
total cost of ninety seven lakhs incurred
for the church construction.

In November, 2007, an MCYM
convention was held in Delhi and during
the occasion H.E. Jacob Mar Barnabas,
the Apostolic Visitator of ETRI
convened a meeting of the members of
the Malankara community from across
the ETRI region. Mr. Babu George
was elected as a Pastoral Council
member and Mr. Xavier A. Pawath
and Mr. Zachariah A Pawath were also
nominated. Dr. P. S. John was elected
as the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council
Member of Bombay Arch-diocese.

During the period of 2007-2008 the
statutory paper works related to the
construction of the church were pleted




| and CIDCO 1issued the Occupancy
J| Certificate. This facilitated for the
permanent electricity and  water
connections. On 31 December, 2007,
after the New Year Qurbono, the parish
|| arranged a farewell programme for Very
| Rev. Fr. John Berchmans OIC, who has
1 been transferred to Kerala, after serving
the ETRI community since 1990, and
was instrumental in the construction of
St. Mary’s Malankara Syrian Catholic
| Church, Kharghar.

' (2008-2009).The existing two prayer

| groups were expanded to four since
April 2008, as

1. St. Joseph’s Prayer Meeting, Vashi,
Koparkhairne and Airoli,

Sacred Heart Prayer Meeting,
Sanpada, Nerul and CBD Belapur.

St. George Prayer Meeting,
Kharghar

St. Mary’s Prayer Meeting,
Kalamboli, Kamote, Panvel.

On September 28, 2008, our parish
Il hosted the Reunion programme of the
Mumbai Region, which was graced
by H. E. Jacob Mar Barnabas. During
this occasion H E offered an amount of
rupees six lakhs towards the repayment
of the loans taken for the construction of
the Church building. 11 of our members
participated in the Bahya Kerala
Convention, held in Chennai from 26%
| to 28" October, 2008. With the objective
of raising fund for repayment of the
loan, the members of the church came
together and started a chitty, and thereby
raised one lakh towards the repayment.

In December, 2008, a parish directory
| was published with the details of the
members of the parish. During the year
2008, our parish, with the consent of

the apostolic visitator, allowed Syro
Malabar and Marthoma communities to
use our church for their worship.

(2009-2010). On 26™ April, 2009, the
parish bid a deserving farewell to Rev.
Fr. Joseph Philip OIC, who has been
serving as the Vicar since 2006 and
was instrumental in the consecration
of the church and played a major role
in the growth of the community. On 24
May, 2009, Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranathara
OIC took charge as the new vicar of |
the parish. From 28" to 30™ December,
2009, the Bahya Kerala Convention was
held in Bhopal and 21 of our members
participated in that. The Kharghar

Unit bagged the first prize in the All
Bahya Kerala Quiz competition. On
31 December, 2009, the Pithru Vedi
was officially established in the parish,
and Mr. Mathew Geevarghese (Shaji)
and Mr. Biju Daniel were elected as
President and Secretary respectively.

Mr. Biju John was elected as the MCA
Secretary of ETRI. Mrs. Susan Moncy
was elected as the Secretary of the
Mumbai Region Mathrusangam and Mr.
Shaji Mathew was elected as the Secretary
of the Sunday School Association.

(2010-2011). On 11*" April, 2010, Rev. Sr.
Theertha SIC, who has been serving the
community since 2006 was accorded a
grand farewell as she was transferred to
Kerala. In July 2010, Rev. Sr. Treesa SIC
took charge as the new sister in charge of
Kharghar Unit.

During the Mathrumaholsavam held in
August 2010, the Kharghar Unit bagged
the overall championship and Best Unit
Trophy. Kharghar MCYM bagged the
third prize in the Mumbai region MCYM
Pookalam competition held in September,
2010. In cooperation with Pithruvedi and
Mathrusangam, the MCYM organised
a lucky draw and raised an amount of




'l and was

| around one lakh. Kharghar Unit actively
|| participated in the loan drive initiative by
H. E. Jacob Mar Barnabas.

In the MCYM Y-ZEST held on 26™
January, 2010, Mr. Rachan Varghese
| Thomas of Kharghar bagged the Best
| Male Overall championship and the Unit
1 was selected as the Best Disciplined Unit.
The unit participated in the blessing of the
Malankara Catholic Church, Borivli and
rendered financial assistance too.

1 (2011-12). Rev. Sr. Treesa was transferred
given a farewell by the
| community and in 2011, Rev. Sr. Arsha
SIC was appointed as the sister in charge.
Under the leadership of Rev. Sr, Arsha
and Mr. Mathew Geevarghese, (Shaji)
the Malayalam classes were started.
1| A Day Care Centre was started in the year
2011 under the guidance of Mr. Mohan
| Kandathil. The Kharghar Unit actively
supported the Gruhamaitri project (Selling
the Prestige Household Items towards
raising corpus for the ETRI) initiated by
H E Jacob Mar Barnabas. In the year
2011-12 the New Parish Directory was
published and a Library for our church was
I| also inaugurated. The open space opposite
the church across the road was developed
as a garden by the church community.

The First Sabha Assembly of the
Malankara Syrian Catholic  Church
was held in 2011. The Unit selected
Mrs. Sally Thomas as the representative.
She participated at the ETRI Ilevel
| meeting held in Delhi between 26" and
4 27" July, 2011. The MCYM bagged first
prize in the collage competition arranged
by the Mumbai MCYM at Borivli on
15" August, 2011. 26™ August, 2012, was
an important day in the history of Kharghar
community, as the new Bethany Ashram
| at Kharghar was blessed by H. E. Jacob
Mar Barnabas and Bethany priests started
staying in Ashram, Kharghar. The ETRI
Convention was held at Borivli between

25" and 27" October, 2011 and good
number of faithful from the participated in
the programme.

On 26™ February, 2012, MCCL was
officially formed in the Parish. MCA,
under the banner Prachodhana , a Food
for Hungry programme was started
on every 3™ Sunday of the month.
Mr. Rachan Varghese Thomas from
the unit was elected as the Secretary,
MCYM Mumbai Region. Mrs. Susan
Moncey was elected as Vice President
Mathrusangam, Mumbai Region.

(2012-13) On 11" June, 2012,
St. Mary’s Pre-School was started in
our Church premises, along with other
activities like Dance classes, Music
Classes, etc. However, since the CIDCO
took objection that was abandoned
in a year. During this year, with the
objective of promoting better social
interaction, the Parish started picnic
for the community. Mr. I Joseph was
elected as the Archdiocesan Pastoral
Council Member of the Bombay Arch-
diocese and remained till the formation
of Exarchate.. A parish picnic was
arranged at Uttan Church.

(2013-14). The church contributed
rupees two lakhs twelve thousand
towards the construction of the Surat
Church, during the visit by Fr. Noble
OIC, the vicar of Surat. St. George
Prayer Meeting started celebrating
the feast of Geevarghese sahada in the
church from this year. Mr. Thomas K V
of the Unit was elected as the Trustee of |
the Mumbai Regional Pastoral Council

(2014-15) Mumbai  Malankara
Community started Mar Ivanios
Padayatra for the first time. It was
organised at Kharghar on 3™ August,
2014. Around 650 faithful from all over
Mumbai took part. The three Domes




| above the church were reconstructed
removing the old structure with Ferrous
J Cement. Also three LED lights were
installed on the crosses over the three

| Domes.

J On 29" November, 2014, a pilgrimage
was organised to Infant Jesus Church,
Nasik. On September 21, 2014, the
Silver Jubilee of the ordination of
Vicar, Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranathara OIC
was celebrated with the participation
J of Central Pastoral Council Members
|| and all the priests serving in Mumbai.
| The Vanchi collection during the Lenten
season was offered as mission support
to Orissa mission.

Mr. Shaji Mathew was elected as the
Associate Secretary of Sunday School
1 Association, Mumbai Region, Mr. Jinu
| Varghese was elected as the Treasurer,
MCYM, Central Committee, Mumbai
Region, Mrs. Sally Thomas was elected
as the President, Mathrusangam,
'l Mumbai Region.

(2015-2016). Exarchate of St. Ephrem,
| Khadki-Pune was erected, and H. E.
Thomas Mar Anthonios was enthroned
as the first Exarch on 30™ May, 2015,
at Khadki church. Many of our faithful
attended the programme and our church
made a contribution of rupees ten lakhs
towards it. A 24 hours adoration was
organised in the church as part of the
Year of Mercy programme.

| During this year CCTV was installed
in the premises, repairs in the kitchen,

roofing in the basement passage,
demolition of the store room in the
church, shifting of the doors of the
| bathrooms in the basement and major
| drainage work, painting of the second
floor, new lid for the baptismal tub,
decorating the altar, new Golgotha, new
Y chairs for the bishops, etc. were carried

out. Mr. Mathew Geevarghese (Shaji)
was elected as the MCA Secretary,
Mumbeai District.

(2016-2017 ). It was the Year of Mercy

declared by the Catholic Church. As part
of the programme, on 6" November,
2016, the whole parish community
paid the visit to the Door of Mercy
at the cathedral of Exarchate Pune
Khadki, and Exarch H. E. Thomas Mar
Anthonios opened the Door of Mercy
for the pilgrims. As part of the Year of |

Mercy programme the parish decided '}

to buy a flat and to donate to one of |
the needy members of the Church.
Mr. Babu George was appointed as the
coordinator for the project. Towards
the fund raising a chitty for 5 lakhs
was started , and one chitty amount |
was offered for the housing project.
On 10™ February, 2017 one drama was |
arranged at CIDCO auditorium at Vashi,
for fund collection, H E Mar Anthonios
was also present for the programme. On
19" June 2017, Mrs. Sally Thomas was
appointed as the permanent Secretary of
the church.

After 5 years of dedicated service as

the sister in charge, Rev. Sr. Arsha |}

SIC was transferred to Kerala, and
she was given a fitting farewell on
25" May 2016, and in June Rev. Sr. Lucia
SIC was appointed as the new sister in
charge. Mr. Babu George was elected
as the Pastoral Council member from
the parish and Mr. Xavier A. Pawath ||
and Mr. Zachariah A Pawath |
nominated by the Exarch as Pastoral
Council members. Mrs. Susan Moncy
was elected as the General Secretary of |
Mumbai District Mathrusangam. |

(2017-2018). On every Friday except
first Friday of the month, the Suvishesha
Sangam started fasting prayer in the

were |



| morning in the Church.

4 In June 2017 two vocations from the

parish towards priesthood; Mr. Joseph
John from the joined Seminary in Pune
and Mr. Joshin Baby joined Bethany
| ashram.

| After 8 years of service as the Vicar,
Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranathara OIC was
transferred as the Superior at Thiruvalla
Ashram and he was given a farewell in
| May 2017. On this occasion Rev. Fr.
1 Ani Zachariah OIC took charge as the

|| new vicar and charge was handed over

in the presence of Vicar General Msngr
Varghese Mattamana. Rev. Sr. Lucia
was transferred to Sakinaka and Rev.
Sr. Jeena SIC was appointed as the new

Sr. In charge for a short period and Rev.
|| Sr. Agnel was appointed as the sister
I n charge. Mr. Mathew Geevarghese
(Shaji) was given blessing as the
Ecclesial level Suvishesha Sangam

member, on 14" July, 2017, at St. Mary’s
Cathedral Pattom, Trivandrum.

The dream project of housing to the
| needy on the occasion of the Year
of Mercy became a reality and the
community could buy a flat at Kharghar
costing rupees 2699095 and given to
Mr. Anil Thampy, the member of the
parish. The house was blessed on 20"
July, 2017.by the Vicar General Msngr
Very Rev. Fr. Varghese Mattamana in the
presence of Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranathara
| (Former Vicar, who was instrumental in
1 the conception of the project), Rev. Fr.
Ani Zachariah, Vicar, Rev. Fr. Benedict
Kaniyantayyathu and Rev. Fr. Sumit
Kurien. Since the Exarch could not be
| present on the occasion of the house
| blessing, H E visited the house on a
| different day and offered the prayer.

During the Reunion celebration at
1 Adoor in September 2017, two members

of the parish, Mr. Babu George and Mr.
Zachariah A. Pawath were honoured by
the church for their dedicated service
to the church. Mr. Babu George is
the convener of the Karsundi project
and Mr. Zachariah Pawath is actively
involved in the Bapatla mission
activities, and earlier with the Orissa
Mission. Mr. Babu George was elected
in the Syndicate of the Global MCA.

On 3 February 2018, there was a
church breaking and an attempt for
robbery happened. The robber’s image
was caught in the CCTV, though nothing
valuable was lost. The church filed the
police complaint and at a later date,
the culprit was caught by the police.
H E Thomas Mar Anthonios visited the
church and conducted the rededication
and the community organised 24 hours
adoration. The church compound
was then fenced totally to avoid such
occurrences. Mrs. Leena John took the
initiative of organising all the registers
and inventory books.

In May 2018, Rev. Fr. Ani Zachariah
was transferred to Surat and Rev. Fr.
Mathew Modiyil OIC took charge as
the new Vicar. The parish gave a fitting
farewell to Rev. Fr. Ani Zachariah OIC
and a welcome to Rev. Fr. Mathew
Modiyil OIC.

Mr. Jaison Kuruvilla became the MCA
exarchate syndicate member and Mr.
Satesh Pawath became the Treasurer
of MCA Mumbai District. Mrs. Grace
Thomas was appointed as the Inspector
of the Sunday School Association for a
period of two years.

Mrs. Sally Thomas received the blessing
asthe Ecclesial level Suvishesha Sangam
member on 14" July, 2018, at St. Mary’s
Cathedral Pattom, Trivandrum.

Mr. Babu George was elected as the Vice




| President, MCA Central Executive, in
I 2019. Mrs. Sally Thomas was elected as
the President, Mathrusangam, Exarchate
of St. Ephrem Pune-Khadki, in the year
2019. Mrs. Suma Mathew was elected as
{ the Secretary, Mathrusangam, Mumbai
|| District, in the year 2019.

Rev. Fr. Mathew Modiyil OIC after
serving as the Vicar for an year has
proceeded to the United States of
America, in the month May 2019.
I The parish extended a grand farewell

1]l to the outgoing parish priest. Rev. Fr.

|| Geevarghese Panickaruveettil OIC,
took charge as the new parish priest in
May, 2019.

CHARITY ACTIVITIES OF THE
| PARISH FOR THE LAST 25 YEARS.

| In the year 2002, Mr. Santhosh Antony,
| a member of the community met with
an accident and the parish raised an
amount of rupees fifty thousand towards

his medical aid. The unit contributed
an amount of five thousand towards the
Bahya Kerala Convention. During the
| year 2007, the community contributed
an amount of rupees fifteen thousand
towards the construction of the Holy
Family Malankara Syrian Catholic
Church Vikhroli. In 2009 the unit gave
donations to Mr. Chandrashekharan,
Mrs. Savitri Solomon and Mr. Singh
towards their medical expenses.
During the Lenten season of 2010,
Y the parish made a donation of rupees
1 25000 towards a cancer patient. In the
same year the community collected an
amount of rupees twenty five thousand
for the marriage of a Malankara bride
| in Mumbai. Rupees ten thousand was
| donated to the Ethiopian mission in
2010. In 2011, the unit donated an
amount of rupees one lakh thirty five
i thousand towards the medical expenses

of a member of the Ulhasnagar Parish,
forty thousand each to two members of
the Sakinaka parish , rupees Eighty five
thousand five hundred for a patient at
Panvel and another ten thousand for a
patient in KEM Parel Hospital. In 2013
the parish gave medical aid of rupees
twenty thousand to Mr. Raut of Nerul,
twenty five thousand to Mr. Shyam
Kumar Nair of Koparkhairne and twenty
five thousand to Mr. Joseph, a resident
of Thane for their treatment. In May

2015, the parish made a contribution of |

rupees ten lakhs for the Exarchate at the
time of its inception. In the year 2017,
the parish raised an amount of around
twenty seven lakhs and purchased a flat
in Kharghar and donated to one of the
members of the community. During the
flood calamity in Kerala in 2018, the
parish raised an amount of rupees five
lakhs thirty three thousand five hundred
and donated to the victims through Seva
centre, Exarchate. Other than this many
individuals made personal donations to
many groups in Kerala and arranged
dress materials and distributed at the
Malankara Community of Muringoor,
through Bethany Provincial House,
Alwaye. The community made a special
donation of rupees fifteen thousand for
Kalloopara Bethany Divykarunyalayam
during the flood and few of the members
made personal donation also. In 2018
the community made a donation
of rupees seventy five thousand to
Mr. K J Joseph, a resident of Thane
towards medical treatment and another
amount of rupees one lakh seventy
seven thousand for the cancer treatment
of a lady at Kamote. During the flood of |
2019 also the parish raised an amount of
rupees fifty thousand and handed over
to the Seva Centre. In 2019, the parish
raised n amount of rupees two lakhs




three thousand for the medical treatment
1 of one of the members of the parish and
another twenty five thousand by the
Mathrusangam for the same person. The
| MCA provides education aid totalling
| around twenty five thousand per year
1 to needy poor students especially from
the outside applicants and gives cash
award for the children securing highest
marks at SSC and HSC exams... Parish
1| also provides education aid to the poor

'] who submits application for the same.

4 Unit sponsors an amount of rupees sixty
thousand per year towards the studies of
seminarians.

SILVER JUBILLE CELEBRATIONS
2018-2019.

| The parish conducted an AGM in
1 September, 2018 under the leadership
of Rev. Fr. Mathew Modiyil OIC and
decided to celebrate the Silver Jubilee
during the period 25th November, 2018
and 24th November, 2019. Rev. Fr.
Mathew Modiyil OIC, the Vicar and
| Parish Priest was the General Convener

and Mr. Babu George was the Convener.
A variety of committees were formed for
the proper organising of the celebrations
and lots of programmes were planned
for the year. Each Pious Orgnaisation
was given a month exclusively for
organising its own programmes other
than the common ones.

4 The Silver Jubilee celebrations were

J inaugurated by hoisting the Jubilee Flag
and litting the Jubilee lamp by at the
hand of H. E. Thomas Mar Anthonios
on Sunday 25th November, 2018. After
| the concelebrated Qurbono, a meeting
| was held and the bishop officially
inaugurated the year long celebrations.
A formal and liturgical reception was
1 accorded to H.E. before the Holy Mass.

Rev. Fr. Ignatius Thangalathil OIC,
Rev. Fr. James Mammoottil OIC and
Rev. Fr. Mathew Modiyil OIC were
the concelebrants in the Qurbono. It
was significant that Rev. Fr. Ignatius
Thangalathil OICand Rev. Fr. James
Mammoottil OIC were present as they
were instrumental in the starting of the
Navi Mumbai Mission. Rev. Fr. Ignatius
Thangalathil OIC was the Mission
Superior and Rev. Fr. James Mammoottil
OIC was the first Vicar of Navi Mumbai.
In the meeting the history of the Navi
Mumbai community was explained by
Mr. Babu George. His Excellency, Rev.
Fr. Ignatius Thangalathil OIC and Rev
Fr. James Mammoottil OIC gave the
Jubilee messages. During the meeting
the Jubilee emblem was released,
the Jubilee Prayer was presented and
distributed to all the families, Jubilee
lamp was lit and handed over to a
family by H. E Thomas Mar Anthonios.
This lamp moves from family to family
throughout the year and reaches the
church after covering all the families.
A Jubilee Vanchi was also given to all
the families.

Mr. Isac Kuttiyil, Mr. C. V. Paul,
Mr. Abraham K. O. Mr. George Chacko,
Mr. Thomas Mathew and Mr. Kuriakose
Thomas (in absentia) are the few
members from outside the parish who
rendered their services for the starting
of the community. They were felicitated
and honoured with a memento.
H. E. Inaugurated the church web site
by created by MCYM.

The community decided to invite all
the former vicars and those priests who
served the parish in other capacities
and honour them during the year long
celebrations. As part of that, at the
inauguration the first pioneers, Rev.Fr.




‘| Rev. Fr.Jacob Oravakkal OIC

| Ignatius Thangalathil OIC and Rev.Fr.

| James Mammoottil OIC were honoured.
On 2nd December, 2018, Rev. Fr. Joseph
| Philip OIC was honoured.

On 16th December Bro. Johnson from
1| Goa conducted a one day retreat in
| Hindi and English language. The parish
| community conducted a pilgrimage
to Velainkanni between 26th and 29th
January, 2019, as part of the Jubilee
programme. Around 30 members along
| with the vicar and Rev. sister participated
‘| in the pilgrimage. In January, 2019,
| Rev. Fr. Mathai Iranathara OIC, was
||| felicitated and honoured. In February
2019 Bishop Jacob Mar Barnabas and
Rev. Fr. Paul Vineet OIC were honoured
|| separately. During the visit of H E Jacob
| Mar Barnabas, first Holy Communion
| was given to our children.

| In March 2019 Rev. Fr.
Nandiyattu OIC  was

Zacharias
felicitated.

il A retreat was arranged in April, 2019,

by Rev. Fr. Dominic Moozhikkara .

1 In April 2019 Rev. Fr. Kurien
Thondukuzhiyil OIC and in May 2019
were
i felicitated.

In June 2019, MCA organized a
Mediclaim awareness class by Mr. Roy
Daniel and a Health awareness class by
Dr. James. As part of the charity and
Y social togetherness programme of the
il Jubilee, the whole parish paid a visit
to Seal Ashram at Panvel and supplied
food items for the Ashram and had a
lunch along with the inmates. In July
2019 Rev. Fr. Zacharias Nandiyattu
O.I.C. and in August 2019 Fr. George
Ayyaneth OIC Fr. Ani Zachariah OIC
were felicitated. Rev. sisters Lucia SIC
and Prateeksha SIC were also felicitated.

Mathrusangam organized a Class by
Fr. Geevarghese Panicked OIC, Our

Vicar on Grace Filling families and they |
visited Jyothis - Kalamboli — as part of
the social togetherness programme of
the jubilee.

H. E. Yoohanon Mar Chrisostom was
invited and felicitated on 1% September,
2019. Rev. Fr. Ignatius Thangalathil
OIC was also present on the occasion.

As part o f the activities of the pious
organizations during the Jubilee year,
the Sunday school organised a three
day residential camp for the children
between 1% and 3™ September, 2019. All
the children from Class IV to X attended
the camp.

Rev. Fr. Antony Padipura OIC was
invited 27th October, 2019 and on 10®
November, 2019, Very Rev. Fr. Jose
Kuruvila OIC, Superior General of
Bethany Ashram was also felicitated.

On Sunday, 17th November, 2019,
H. E. Joshua Mar Ignathios, the bishop
of Mavelikkara Diocese offered the Holy
Mass, and he was felicitated in a meeting.
The Jubilee celebrations came to an
end on Sunday, 24th November, 2019,
with the celebration of the Holy Mass
by His Beatitude Cardinal Baselios Mar
Cleemis, Major Archbishop Catholicos,
the Head of the Malankara Catholic
Church, along with H. E. Thomas
Mar Anthonios, Exarch, Exarchate
of St. Ephrem, Pune- Khadki. The
hall on the top floor was dedicated in
the loving memory of Very Rev Dr.
John Berchmans OIC. at the hands of
Catholica Bava. After the Holy Mass,
a public meeting was also held where
H.B. Cardinal Baselios Mar Cleemis
was the President and H E. Thomas
Mar Anthonios was the Chief Guest.
A felicitation ceremony was also held
where all the former Trustees and
Secretaries were felicitated.
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Dr. P. S. John

As we celebrate the Silver Jubilee of the founding of our
parish community at Khargar, it would be worthwhile to
be aware of what we are celebrating. Our awareness
should not be restricted to just what we are doing, but
even more of how to translate the same into our daily
life. the dictionary meaning of the word 'jubilee’ is set
forthin five items:

1.Atime or season for rejoicing.
2.Aspecial anniversary, especially a 25th or 50th one.

3. For the Roman Catholic Church a specially appointed period, now ordinarily every
25th year, in which special indulgences are granted.

4. For Old Testament a year that was to be observed every 50th year, during which
Hebrew slaves were to be liberated, alienated property was to be restored, etc.

5. Used as aless common word for ‘jubilation’.

The Real Meaning: Dictionary meaning of any word is only a basic indication of how a
word may be used. That is why one and the same word has many meanings that should
be relevantly used in appropriate contexts. On the contrary, many words may mean the
same thing indicating that meaning of our words depends on our use of it in a
community of language users. Now, what is the meaning of the word 'jubilee’ in relation
to the silver jubilee of our parish community?

History, Memory, Re-enacting, Renovation: If we look at the celebration of any jubilee,
we can see the relationship between the past and the present through these 4
elements. The jubilee year after every 49 years as described in Leviticus chapter 25
shows how it has to be observed by the Jews in their relationship to God and to one
another. Any other jubilee we celebrate always brings out the prominence of
relationships and their renewal based on the memory of the past experiences. In this
context, let us examine the meaning of the jubilee celebration of our Parish Church.

The Silver Jubilee of Malankara Catholic Parish Church: From what is said above, it is
clear that history and its memory are crucial in the celebration of any jubilee. For the
same purpose, let us have a bird's eye-view of the history of our Church from the
beginning. It was in 1994 that a few individuals of the Malankara Catholic Church
residing in New Bombay took the initiative of starting prayer groups in their homes. In
contact with the Malankara Catholic Church at Sakinaka and the Fathers of the
Bethany Ashram there, the initiative steadily grew adding new members. In those initial
years, prayer meetings and celebration of Holy Masses were conducted in the homes
of the faithful. At a later stage, a few individuals along with the parish priest used to visit
homes of those Malankarites who were yet to be inducted as members of the Parish.
What was sorely needed at the time was arrangements for catechism classes and
preparation of children for first Holy Communion. We were able to solve the problem
when we got a class room in St. Augustine's school in Nerul for use on Sundays.
Classes were regularly conducted after the Holy Mass for all the children. Gradually, we
shifted our worship and classes to Sacred Heart school chapel, Vashi.




The single class of catechism was divided into 4 according to the age of children.
Meantime we were looking for a permanent place of worship and our desire was
realized in the year 2000 with permission from Cidco for a permanent structure that
is our present Khargar Church.

The Spiritual Dimension:

All our efforts were meant to enhance our spiritual life for which the parish
community was organized into various groups. Besides the already existing
catechism classes, groups of the youth, fathers, mothers as well as prayer groups
of various categories were formed. This was not at the expense of the common
prayer group that was meant for all members and held monthly in different homes.
Originally, there was only one such group that was divided into 4 as the number of
the faithful increased and the geographical distances were forbidding. After this
stage of growth, we started receiving spiritual assistance from the Bethany sisters
of Sakinaka.

Besides this internal spiritual preparation, we also fostered ecumenical relationship
with all Christians of the area. It has blossomed out into social work too helping
organizations dedicated to serving the underprivileged. Our food for hungry
programme also is an example of our outreach to the suffering and helpless
brethren.

Close to the jubilee this year, we already started spiritual preparation from last year.
To recapitulate the jubilee spirit, a jubilee lamp was installed in each home for 4
days that is still continuing its journey through homes. Light being a symbol of
Christ, a lighted lamp or candle reminds us of the need of being enlightened by

Jesus Christ.

Do | present a rosy picture without any hiccups?! Far from it and is never meant to
be a perfect model. What is given above is our sincere attempt to inculcate true
spirituality in us. We have succeeded in erecting an infrastructure that is meant to
produce fruits. What is the fruit we expect and intend to achieve? That all of us
should put on Christ who is but the reflexion of the Father Who is Love Itself. (PI.
note that 'reflexion' is purposely used instead of the common 'reflection’, for the
former is as we see the image in a mirror, where as the latter refers to our 'thinking').
Have we succeeded in loving everyone irrespective of religion, caste, colour, kind
etc. looking solely at humanity of each person for which Jesus died? Human dignity
should be placed above all our other concerns for which let this jubilee year be an
invitation and inspiration for all of us.




FAITH IN MY LIFE

I have been thinking a lot about the place of faith
in my life. Most people, including me, approach it as a
religious concept. I have understood it to be
philosophical in nature as well. Faith is a critical
component in life, regardless of your stand on
organized religion. Without faith, it is nearly impossible
to love others, achieve goals, and take on important and
immensely complex realities with the belief that you can
succeed and achieve.

WhatIs Faith?

I believe in science. I believe that truth can be found through observation,
measurement, and experiment and in the formulation, testing, and modification of
hypotheses. I also believe that there are realities that fall outside these boundaries.
And to believe in them with vigour and fortitude requires faith.

I have trust and confidence in many things that cannot be verified using scientific
method. I have faith in people, faith in myself, and faith in God — all despite lack of |
evidence. In short, I have faith in things that I cannot see and verify.

Seeing the limitations of science and making the conscious effort to suspend reason
and to accept a truth on the basis of faith is important. It is what helps us to believe in
powers greater than ourselves. “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things notseen.” — Hebrews 11:1

Strict scientific evaluation cannot explain the mystery of faith and that's okay. It is,
however, important to leave science to science and faith to faith. I do not want science
to explain my faith and I do not want my faith to explain science. But for me, in order
to have a full life, it is important to believe in these two separate but equally
important things.

“Faith begins precisely there where thinking leaves off.” — Soren Kierkegaard

Faithin People

I have been blessed to believe in the capacity of people — even when they may not |
have faith in themselves. Perhaps it is my optimistic Indian values at work but I
believe in the extraordinary abilities of people. I believe that they have within them
the capability to be more than what they are. Often I believe this in spite of evidence.




This is not true for everyone. Some people rise to the level of their comfort —
others to the level of their incompetence. But some people surprise even
themselves and they rise beyond the level of their pre-established capabilities. I
think that is because certain people approach the problem differently — even if
they don't know that they are doing it.

“There are those that look at things the way they are, and ask why? I dream of things
that never were, and ask why not?” — Robert F. Kennedy

In certain people, I have faith in their ability to find their own unique and
wonderful way even if they do not. I am often excited to see that I was right.
They are often surprised to find out how much more they can be than what they
once believed.

Faith in Ourselves

In order to have faith in people, I have to have faith in myself. This is not to say
that I have to be confident all the time. Rather, I have to believe that I am on the
right path, which I can get to where I want to go, and that that destination is
much greater than what I and others might expect. In short,  have to believe in
my abilities with an ambition thatis of consequence to the end result.

It is often harder to have faith in yourself than it is to have faith in others. I
routinely come back to one of my favourite quotes that provide me with
perspective of how smalllam in such alarge universe.

“Oh God, thy seais so great and my boat is so small.” — John F. Kennedy

The humility brought by considering your perspective is important. It balances
your thinking and re-centers you, no matter how large is your ego. And when I
believe that I am too small, that I have little power, and that it is all just too
much, I remember that so many have been there before and that they have
defied overwhelming odds to fight through it. For this, I turn to the immortal
words emblazoned on the battle flag of Commodore James Perry.

“Don’t Give Up the Ship!” — James Lawrence

It is critical to remember that people have been the creators of great art,
literature, science and engineering. It is up to me, toyou, toustobelieve that




people have it within them to be great — and then help them find ways for them
to achieve to the level of their greatness. This includes ourselves as well. Being
humble but confident and strident in our approach is a key for having faith in
ourselves and in others.

Faithin God

“You can’t conceive, my child, nor can I or anyone the appalling... strangeness of the
mercy of God.” — Graham Greene

What faith requires is trust in the unexplainable. Faith in God requires quite a
bit of that given the enormity and scope of what we believe God to be. Given the
outsized nature of that trust, it inherently requires more than what a reasonable
level of trust in people might.

If I can believe in the mystery of God and have faith in something that is
immense and unexplainable; imagine how much easier, it is for me to have faith
in others and faith in myself.

Why I Chose Faith

Faith requires intentionality. It demands that we accept these difficult realities
and believe in them in the absence of evidence. It is so much easier — and
hell...even more rational — to resist faith.

There have been times in my own life where I have lost my faith in God, in
people, and in myself. That will happen — you will be tested. And you will fall
down. But you can get back again.

In order to want to have faith, in order to believe, and in order to have trust in
greater things, you have to want it. For myself, here is why I have faith:

There was a time in the history of every great thing and every great person
when they were not great. Yet, in spite of that, they succeeded. That alone is
proof that more is possible than we may be capable of right now. I have faith in
the long game and in my belief in things I cannot see or understand right now. I

have faith in so much more than I can understand today.

— “Act as if ye have faith and faith shall be given to you. To put it another way, fake it till
youmakeit.” Aaron Sorkin

BIJU JOHN




Jijo Jose

My Experience with Jesus....

At a very early age, | used to attend Sunday Holy Mass almost unwillingly
with my parents. | knew the ins and outs of church; | grew accustomed to
what to do every Sunday. | always knew about Jesus, | grew up hearing
stories about Jesus; the reality of who Jesus was to me personally was a
totally different story.% I've always had basic moral values to which I'd live
my life; | knew how to treat others with respect and ever since | can
remember I've always been known as the ‘kind’ kid. Naturally | lived my life
trying just to be good. My convictions were based upon my own worldview
rather than God’s truth. and if | were to sin, living a good life would never
cover it up. In primary school | was told that if | were to sinagain all | needed
to do was to say a little prayer several times and then ask for forgiveness. |
asked myself “Is this all that there’s to it?” For years | struggled withthe
thought of it. There was a void within me where I'd question and longed for
purpose in my life.

It wasn’t until 2003 when | received my first holy communion. | had a
personal encounter with God and started attending the holy mass more
zealously at that time. Pretty much my whole Christian life started when |
was in junior college, it was at a ‘youth night’. | gave my life to Jesus. If you
knew me at the time | was very timid, I'd literally be like a shadow anywhere
I went. I'd stammer and struggle with conversations so I'd usually keep
quiet. Yet wherever there was a need | gave my availability, even if it was to
set up chairs, or count the tithe amount it was my privilege and joy to do so.
It was in 2018 where God called me to into Youth Movement as a leader,
ever since then I've had a heart to serve the young people of this generation
and see their potential in Jesus fulfilled.

Till now my journey with Christ has been quite the adventure; He’s done and
is still doing things in my life | could have never imagined. Redemption could
have never been found by doing good deeds, or the void could never been
filled by immersing myself into the world; it was only through the love of
Christ where | found my life fulfilled and free from the cycle of sin. The thing
is, there’s a call onyour life too, the greatest thing you can ever experience
is the Love of God and thepurpose you can only find by living a life for
Jesus.

“And so, as a prisoner in the Lord, | beg you to walk in a manner worthy of
the vocation to which you have been called "

- Ephesians 4:1




THE BURNING CANDLE OF LOVE

Oh! Mother,

You, indeed, is the seraph with the touch of love,
Like a freshening breath of life,

Whirring a melodious song,

Lulling me to sleep,

Inspiring every bit of me.

Mother, Oh! Mother’
How humane you been to me
So human!

Letting go of the virtues you passed onto me,
At times of peaked temper,

Ignoring the wisdom you poured into me,

At times of utmost distress,

Turning my face upon your scarred emotions,
Caused by my words, whose buds you fed me
Of whose power you breast — fed me with.

Oh! Do forgive me mother,

For | beg your pardon,
Do feel me and my repenting cry,

For, you are the purest of souls,

God sent upon earth,

Who endows me solace.

Mother! Such a boundless fount of love you are,

As, now | realize your sanctity,
Here, | bow my head to you, with lots of elation

And blessed | am, to be your child.

Anchu Mathew
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The Commune that Crafted the Jubilee Celebrations
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Sacred Heart Prayer Group
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St Joseph Prayer Group
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